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some work with Mr. Twitchell in Cincinnati; and
Professor Mitchel offered him the position. It was
accepted, and Mr. Hough at once came to Albany
and entered upon his duties.

The period of Professor Mitchel's entry into the
field of astronomical science had been marked by the
discovery of the planet Neptune, the last of the great
discoveries of the existence and the motions of the
heavenly bodies destined to occur during his lifetime.
The end of his career was the beginning of a new
era in astronomy. For years the astronomer had
been plodding on, accomplishing little save utiliz-
ing past discoveries, and rendering more accurate
the means for making and recording observations.

reduce the pendulum experiments winch Professor Bond had the kind-
ness to make for me in Cambridge.    While at sea we had mostly
such stormy weather that it was not possible to do anything but
attend to the ship's duties; and since we are on the coast I have t<
act as pilot when sailing, which requires my presence constantly o
deck, and in port I have to act as trader and interpreter.    Beside
I have charge of the provisions, which consumes much of my tim,
I doubt if before the beginning of November I shall find leisure to
commence work which is more congenial to me; but short-handed as
we are, everybody must put his shoulder to the wheel until we are
comfortably prepared for the winter.    And I am glad to say that
there is the right spirit and excellent harmony among the few mem-
bers of our small party.

And now, my dear Professor, I must say the last " good-by." I
never can thank you enough for all your kindness and for the in-
terest which you have taken in my welfare. The prospect of being
again with yon after my return encourages me more than anything
else. In all that I do it will be always my object to deserve your
good opinion.

Please remember me kindly to your family, and give Mrs. Mitchel
my most sincere wishes for the improvement of her health. Good-
by. Believe me ever,

Your most sincere and grateful friend,

AUGUST SONNTAG. ice also, and we stayed about five days before sailing
